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Colored Amazons is a groundbreaking historical analysis of the crimes, prosecution, and incarceration of
black women in Philadelphia at the turn of the twentieth century. Kali N. Gross reconstructs black women’s
crimes and their representations in popular press accounts and within the discourses of urban and penal
reform. Most importantly, she considers what these crimes signified about the experiences, ambitions, and
frustrations of the marginalized women who committed them. Gross argues that the perpetrators and the state
jointly constructed black female crime. For some women, crime functioned as a means to attain personal and
social autonomy. For the state, black female crime and its representations effectively galvanized and justified
a host of urban reform initiatives that reaffirmed white, middle-class authority.

Gross draws on prison records, trial transcripts, news accounts, and rare mug shot photographs. Providing an
overview of Philadelphia’s black women criminals, she describes the women’s work, housing, and leisure
activities and their social position in relation to the city’s native-born whites, European immigrants, and elite
and middle-class African Americans. She relates how news accounts exaggerated black female crime,
trading in sensationalistic portraits of threatening “colored Amazons,” and she considers criminologists’
interpretations of the women’s criminal acts, interpretations largely based on notions of hereditary
criminality. Ultimately, Gross contends that the history of black female criminals is in many ways a history
of the rift between the political rhetoric of democracy and the legal and social realities of those marginalized
by its shortcomings.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Burritt:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the
City of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a new book Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City
of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Angel Echols:

The event that you get from Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City of Brotherly
Love, 1880-1910 is a more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Colored Amazons:
Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910 giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read
the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and
Black Women in the City of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910 instantly.

Florence Taylor:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and
Black Women in the City of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910 e-book written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger
then you still skepticism Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City of Brotherly
Love, 1880-1910 as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different
sixth sense.

Roberta Haile:

This Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City of Brotherly Love, 1880-1910 is
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in



reading this Colored Amazons: Crime, Violence, and Black Women in the City of Brotherly Love, 1880-
1910 can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here
for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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