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Scattered over much of the world throughout most of their history, are the Jews one people or many? How
do they resemble and how do they differ from Jews in other places and times? What have their relationships
been to the cultures of their neighbors? To address these and similar questions, some of the finest scholars of
our day have contributed their insights to Cultures of the Jews, a winner of the National Jewish Book Award
upon its hardcover publication in 2002.

Constructing their essays around specific cultural artifacts that were created in the period and locale under
study, the contributors describe the cultural interactions among different Jews–from rabbis and scholars to
non-elite groups, including women–as well as between Jews and the surrounding non-Jewish world. What
they conclude is that although Jews have always had their own autonomous traditions, Jewish identity cannot
be considered the fixed product of either ancient ethnic or religious origins. Rather, it has shifted and
assumed new forms in response to the cultural environment in which the Jews have lived.

Modern Encounters, the third volume in Cultures of the Jews, examines communities, ways of life, and both
high and folk culture in the modern era in Western, Central, and Eastern Europe; the Ladino Diaspora; North
Africa and the Middle East; Ethiopia; mandatory Palestine and the State of Israel; and the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Chestnut:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Cultures of the Jews,
Volume 3: Modern Encounters is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Travis Hargrove:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Cultures of the Jews, Volume 3: Modern
Encounters book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sarah Petty:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Cultures of the Jews, Volume 3: Modern Encounters is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Gregory Polster:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Cultures of the Jews, Volume 3: Modern
Encounters.
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