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What are the fundamental determinants of economic growth and development? The question is of much
more than academic interest in a world where billions of people continue to live at the margins of
subsistence. Yet experts' advice to poor countries has been all over the map. During the heyday of the
"Washington Consensus," the primary emphasis was on implementing a particular menu of policy changes.
More recently, economists have been placing greater stress on the role of institutions -- in particular, the rule
of law, protection of property rights, and other limits on government power. Less widely discussed is a more
controversial proposition: culture -- basic norms and values -- holds the key to a country's development
prospects. The linkage between culture and economic progress was most famously explored by Max Weber,
but in contemporary debates there has been a decided reluctance to "blame the victim" or to declare that
some cultures are "better" than others. In this issue we examine how much culture matters -- and how
culture, institutions, and policies interact and mutually influence each other to shape countries' economic
destinies.

Lawrence E. Harrison, author of The Central Liberal Truth, and co-editor, with Samuel Huntington, of
Culture Matters: How Values Shape Human Progress, will lead off the discussion with an overview of
studies on the effects of culture on growth around the world. Replies will follow from UC Davis economist
Gregory Clark, author of the forthcoming A Farewell to Alms: A Brief Economic History of the World;
George Mason economist Peter J. Boettke, author of Calculation and Coordination: Essays on Socialism and
Transitional Political Economy; and Harvard economist James A. Robinson, co-author of, with Daron
Acemoglu, Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Manuel Britton:

The book How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right
now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other;
you could share all of these. Book How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Hidalgo:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled How
Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book
122006) giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Howard Kincaid:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to your account is How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006) this book consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Paul Birch:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is actually How Much Does Culture Matter? (Cato Unbound Book 122006).



This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person.
By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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