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The Metamorphosis of Plants, published in 1790, was Goethe's first major attempt to describe what he called
in a letter to a friend "the truth about the how of the organism." Inspired by the diversity of flora he found on
a journey to Italy, Goethe sought a unity of form in diverse structures. He came to see in the leaf the germ of
a plant's metamorphosis--"the true Proteus who can hide or reveal himself in all vegetal forms" -- from the
root and stem leaves to the calyx and corolla, to pistil and stamens. With this short book -- 123 numbered
paragraphs, in the manner of the great botanist Linnaeus -- Goethe aimed to tell the story of botanical forms
in process, to present, in effect, a motion picture of the metamorphosis of plants. This MIT Press edition of
The Metamorphosis of Plants illustrates Goethe's text (in an English translation by Douglas Miller) with a
series of stunning and starkly beautiful color photographs as well as numerous line drawings. It is the most
completely and colorfully illustrated edition of Goethe's book ever published. It demonstrates vividly
Goethe's ideas of transformation and interdependence, as well as the systematic use of imagination in
scientific research -- which influenced thinkers ranging from Darwin to Thoreau and has much to teach us
today about our relationship with nature.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Floyd:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The
Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) to read.

Terrie Anderson:

This The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
That The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) without we realize teach the one who examining it become
critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) can
bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Mary May:

The e-book with title The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT Press) posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Anthony Muller:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Metamorphosis of Plants (MIT
Press), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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