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This is the second year we"ve put this book together, and we"re beginning to have some idea of what we"re
doing. But do we know exactly what this book is? We do not. The original purpose of the collection was to
introduce younger readers--high school and college-age people, more or less--to good writing from
contemporary writers. But then the book came out and we discovered that the readership was not what we"d
expected. Sure, there were some high school and college readers, but there were also older readers, and
younger readers, and readers from every walk of life—police officers, firefighters, animal control experts,
air-conditioning repair technicians, and prisoners. It runs the gamut.
Now, your questions answered:

What is the purpose of this book? —Dominique, Santa Monica, CA
Thank you for your question, Dominique. (Such a lovely name!) The purpose of this book is to collect good
work of any kind—fiction, humor, essays, comics, journalism—in one place, for the English-reading
consumer. The other books in the Best American series are limited by their categories, most particularly the
popular but constraining Best American Catholic Badger Mystery Writing. This collection is not so limited,
which is why, we think, it dominates all similar collections, making them whimper and cower in a way that
is shameful.

Why aren't there more pieces about badgers? —Reginald, Myrtle Beach, SC
We had plans to include at least seven pieces about badgers—their manufacture, appearance, and care—but
were prevented from doing so by Zadie Smith. This was a condition of her inclusion in this volume.

In addition to the pieces included in the collection, and Ms. Smith"s introduction—or whatever it is—will
there be a piece by the editor about a young man with a crush on a sixty-five-year-old woman whose lawn he
cuts? —Peter and Nam Mee, Washington, DC
We might have such a piece. It might be immediately following this sentence.

(From the Foreword by Dave Eggers)

Since its inception in 1915, the Best American series has become the premier annual showcase for the
country's finest short fiction and nonfiction. For each volume, the very best pieces are selected by an editor
who is widely recognized as a leading writer in his or her field, making the Best American series the most
respected--and most popular--of its kind.
Dave Eggers, who will be editing The Best American Nonrequired Reading annually, has once again chosen
the best and least-expected fiction, nonfiction, satire, investigative reporting, alternative comics, and more
from publications large, small, and on-line--The Onion, The New Yorker, Shout, Time, Zoetrope, Tin House,
Nerve.com,and McSweeney's, to name just a few. Read on for "Some of the best literature you haven't been
reading . . . And it's fantastic. All of it." (St. Petersburg Times).
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From reader reviews:

Mable Garza:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 ended
up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 is not only
giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Best American
Nonrequired Reading 2003. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Arthur Atwood:

The guide untitled Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 is the guide that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book
of Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Kyle Gill:

Precisely why? Because this Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Diana Erickson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003
or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Best American Nonrequired Reading 2003 to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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