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The self-proclaimed Sun King, Louis X1V ruled over the most glorious and extravagant court in seventeenth-
century Europe. Now, Antonia Fraser goes behind the well-known tales of Louis' s accomplishments and
follies, exploring in riveting detail his intimate relationships with women.

The king's mother, Anne of Austria, had been in a childless marriage for twenty-two years before she gave
birth to Louis XIV. A devout Catholic, sheinstilled in her son astrong sense of piety and fought successfully
for hisright to absolute power. In 1660, Louis married hisfirst cousin, Marie-Thérése, in apolitical
arrangement. While unfailingly kind to the official "Queen of Versailles," Louis sought othersto satisfy his
romantic and sexual desires. After aflirtation with his sister-in-law, hisfirst important mistress was Louise
de LaValliére, who bore him several children before being replaced by the tempestuous and brilliant
Athénai's, marquise de Montespan. Later, when Athénais' s reputation was tarnished, the king continued to
support her publicly until Athénai's left court for alife of repentance. Meanwhile her children’s governess,
the intelligent and seemingly puritanical Francoise de Maintenon, had aready won the king's affections; in a
relationship in complete contrast to his physical obsession with Athénai's, Louis X1V lived happily with
Madame de Maintenon for the rest of hislife, very probably marrying her in secret. When his grandson’s
child bride, the enchanting Adelaide of Savoy, cameto Versaille she lightened the king’ s last years—until
tragedy struck.

With consummate skill, Antonia Fraser weaves insights into the nature of women'’ sreligious lives—as well

as such practical matters as contraception—into her magnificent, sweeping portrait of the king, his court, and
his ladies.
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From reader reviews:
Kim Marshall:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Love and Louis XIV: The Women in
the Life of the Sun King will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isfar
from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book
with you?

Michael Earl:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of the Sun King book is readable
by ssimply you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer involving Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of the Sun King content conveys objective
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such asit. So, do you nevertheless thinking Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of the
Sun King is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

William Chestnut:

The fedling that you get from Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of the Sun King is the more deep
you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of the
Sun King giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That
book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular Love and Louis
XIV: The Women in the Life of the Sun King instantly.

Michadl Nunn:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Love and Louis X1V: The Women in the Life of
the Sun King was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Love and Louis XIV:
The Women in the Life of the Sun King has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not
at al of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading this.
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