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This is the first scholarly study of the Bow Street Runners, a group of men established in the middle of the
eighteenth century by Henry Fielding, with the financial support of the government, to confront violent
offenders on the streets and highways around London. They were developed over the following decades by
his half-brother, John Fielding, into what became a well-known and stable group of officers who acquired
skill and expertise in investigating crime, tracking and arresting offenders, and in presenting evidence at the
Old Bailey, the main criminal court in London. They were, Beattie argues, detectives in all but name.
Fielding also created a magistrates' court that was open to the public for the first time, at stated times every
day.

A second, intimately-related theme in the book concerns attitudes and ideas about the policing of London
more broadly, particularly from the 1780s, when the detective and prosecutorial work of the runners came to
be increasingly opposed by arguments in favour of the prevention of crime by surveillance and other means.
The last three chapters of the book continue to follow the runners' work, but at the same time are concerned
with discussions of the larger structure of policing in London - in parliament, in the Home Office, and in the
press. These discussions were to intensify after 1815, in the face of a sharp increase in criminal prosecutions.
They led - in a far from straightforward way - to a fundamental reconstitution of the basis of policing in the
capital by Robert Peel's Metropolitan Police act of 1829. The runners were not immediately affected by the
creation of the New Police, but indirectly it led to their disbandment a decade later.
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From reader reviews:

Hilton Rogers:

The book The First English Detectives: The Bow Street Runners and the Policing of London, 1750-1840
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make studying a book The First English Detectives: The Bow Street Runners
and the Policing of London, 1750-1840 being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
open and read a reserve The First English Detectives: The Bow Street Runners and the Policing of London,
1750-1840. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this book?

Rose Duprey:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The The First English Detectives: The Bow Street Runners and the Policing of London, 1750-1840 provide
you with new experience in examining a book.

Carl Brinkley:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The First English Detectives:
The Bow Street Runners and the Policing of London, 1750-1840 can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Andres Edelman:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
identified as of book The First English Detectives: The Bow Street Runners and the Policing of London,
1750-1840. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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