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In 1666 Valentine Greatrakes achieved brief but widespread fame as a miracle healer. Dubbed the 'Stroker',
he iswidely believed to have touched and cured thousands of men, women, and children suffering from a
large range of acute diseases and chronic conditions. His actions attracted the attention of the King, Charles
I, aswell as other eminent figures at court and in the various institutions of government and learning,
including the newly founded Royal Society. However, there was little consensus as to the nature and origin
of his gift and, following a brief period of intense lobbying on his behalf, he retired to Ireland and relative
obscurity.

Most histories of this period rarely grant the strange events surrounding the appearance of Greatrakes much
more than an occasional footnote. Here, however, for the first time the compelling story of Greatrakes the
man, and his place in the history of seventeenth-century Britain, istold in full for the first time. Based on
extensive research in Irish and English archives, it reveals a fascinating account of one man's engagement
with, and response to, some of the most important events of the period, including the Irish Rebellion of 1641,
the English civil wars, the Cromwellian Conquest of Ireland, and the Restoration of 1660. In the process, it
shows how Greatrakes' claims to heal the bodies of the sick and maimed were in large part a response to
broader divisions within the fractured body politic of Britain - an approach that was enthusiastically received
by many prominent figuresin church and state who were eager to seek reconciliation and rapprochement in
the early years of the Restoration.
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From reader reviews:
Michad Davis:

The book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in
Restoration Britain give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your
capable alot moreincrease. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Miraculous Conformist: Vaentine
Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Palitics of Healing in Restoration Britain for being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like available and read a guide The Miraculous Conformist:
Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuas. So , how do you think about this
book?

Natalia Burton:

The book untitled The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the Politics of
Healing in Restoration Britain contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex ideawith
easy method. The language is very clear to see al the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and
also order it. Have anice study.

Paul Jones:

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication The Miraculous Conformist: Vaentine Greatrakes, the Body Palitic,
and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain was filled in relation to science. Spend your free timeto
add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
new book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Edna Vachon:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As
we know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring usto
around the world. By the book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes, the Body Politic, and the
Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For



being creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim.
Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book The Miraculous Conformist: Valentine Greatrakes,
the Body Palitic, and the Politics of Healing in Restoration Britain. Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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