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Nigeria was a unique concept in the formation of modern Africa. It began life as a highly lucrative if
climatically challenging holding of the Royal Niger Company, a British Chartered Company under the
control of Victorian capitalist Sir George Taubman Goldie. It was handed over to indigenous rule in 1960
with the best of intentions and a profound hope on the part of the British Crown that it would become the
poster child of successful political transition in Africa.

It did not. One of the signature failures of imperial strategists at the turn of the 19th century was to take little
if any account of the traditional demographics of the territories and societies that were subdivided, and often
joined together, into spheres of foreign influence, later evolving into colonies, and finally into nation states.
Many of the signature crises in postcolonial Africa have owed their origins to this very phenomenon:
incompatible and mutually antagonistic tribal and ethnic groupings forced to cohabit within the indivisible
precincts of political geography. Congo, Rwanda/Burundi, Sudan and many others have suffered ongoing
attrition within their borders as historic enmities surge and boil in restless and ongoing violence.

Such was the case with Nigeria in the post-independence period. The traditions and practices of the Islamic
north and the Christian/Animist south, and even within the multiplicity of ethnic division in the south itself,
proved to be impossible to reconcile. The result was an immediate centrifuge away from the center,
complicated by the vast infusion of oil revenues and the inevitable explosion of corruption that followed. All
of this created the alchemy of civil war and genocide, which erupted into violence in 1967 as the eastern
region of Nigeria attempted to secede. The war that followed shocked the conscience of the world, and
revealed for the first time the true depth of incompatibility of the four partners in the Nigerian federation.

This book traces the early history of Nigeria from inception to civil war, and the complex events that defined
the conflict in Biafra, revealing how and why this awful event played out, and the scars that it has since left
on the psyche of the disunited federation that has continued to exist in the aftermath.

REVIEWS

Among mid-20th-century, post-colonial crises, the Nigerian Civil War, author Peter Baxter correctly
contends, "was the second high-profile, post-independence conflict in Africa". Now it dominates the 16th
installment in Helion's splendid "Africa@War" series: Biafra. Subtitled "The Nigerian Civil War 1967-
1970", the compact, 72-page study competently chronicles the conflict. Contents commence with a practical
précis of Nigerian colonial history – in which ethnicity, religion and oil naturally play key, continuing roles.
Resist temptation to skip these background summaries: they explain much. With independence, Nigeria's
federal structure did, indeed, prove tenuous. In the wake of the July 1966 counter-coup to that year's January
uprising, wholesale slaughter of Igbos accelerated succession. And Lt Col Chukwuemeka Odumegwu-
Ojukwu, Eastern region military governor, declared the sovereign Republic of Biafra 30 May 1967. The
Nigerian Civil War had begun. Baxter traces the total tale, beginning with the immediate run-up to war –
dramatis personae and the Aburi Conference. Early Nigerian military actions, Biafra's audacious Operation
Torch and the inevitable, almost plodding Federal strangulation follow. No coverage would be complete
without Nigeria's use of starvation as a weapon. And Baxter dutifully distills clandestine international relief –
and gun-running – efforts to Biafra. Photos, maps, acronym glossary and annotations augment text. And a
handy conclusion and endnotes complete coverage. For a pithy précis on the Nigerian Civil War, grab this



convenient chronicle. Recommended!
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From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa@War Series).

James Stewart:

Here thing why this particular Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa@War Series) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970
(Africa@War Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa@War Series). It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa@War Series) in e-book
can be your alternate.

Travis Mahon:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-
1970 (Africa@War Series) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Glen Hall:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list is actually Biafra: The Nigerian Civil War 1967-1970 (Africa@War
Series). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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