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Vaclav Havel was one of the most prominent figures of the twentieth century: iconoclast and intellectual,
renowned artist turned political dissident, president of a united and then divided nation, and dedicated human
rights activist. Written by Michael Zantovsky—Havel’ s former press secretary, advisor, and longtime
friend—Havel: A Life chronicles his extraordinary journey from the theatrical stage to the world stage.

Havel’ slifelong perspective as an outsider began with his privileged childhood in Prague and his family’s
blacklisted status following the Communist coup of 1948. In his youth, this feeling of being isolated and
outcast fueled his poetry and then later his career as an essayist and dramatist, writing absurdist plays as
social commentary. His outspoken involvement during the Prague Spring led to the harsh censorship of his
work, and his human rights activities earned him five yearsin prison.

Although Havel was a courageous visionary, he was also a man of great contradictions, wracked with doubt
and self-criticism. But he always remained true to himself. His leadership of Charter 77, his unflagging belief
in the power of the powerless, and his galvanizing personality catapulted Havel into apivotal role asthe
leader of the Velvet Revolution in 1989. Over the next thirteen years, he continued to break through
international barriers as the last president of Czechoslovakia and the first president of the Czech Republic.

Zantovsky was one of Havel’ s closest friends, having met in the democratic opposition under Communism.
During Havel’ s early years in office Zantovsky was his press secretary, advisor, and political director, and
their friendship endured until Havel’ s death in 2011. A rare witness to this most extraordinary life,
Zantovsky presents arevelatory portrait—up close and personal—of this giant among men and the turbulent
times through which he prevailed.
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From reader reviews:
Herman Nelson:

The knowledge that you get from Havel: A Lifeisamore deep you looking the information that hide inside
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Havel: A Life giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
Thiskind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having thisHavel: A Life
instantly.

AugustineKlotz:

ThisHavel: A Lifeusualy arereliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
reason why of this Havel: A Life can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Havel: A Life forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
activity. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Herb Baker:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you alot
of new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Havel: A Life, you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading areserve.

Jennifer Bryan:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Havel: A Life can be great book to read. May beitis
usually best activity to you.
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