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9/11 almost instantaneously remade American politics and foreign policy. The wars in Iraq and Afghanistan,
the Patriot Act, water boarding and Guantanamo are examples of its profound and far-reaching effects. But
despite its monumental impact--and a deluge of books about al-Qaeda and Islamist terrorism--no one has
written a serious assessment of the man who planned it, Osama bin Laden. Available biographies depict bin
Laden as an historical figure, the mastermind behind 9/11, but no longer relevant to the world it created.
These accounts, Michael Scheuer strongly believes, have contributed to a widespread and dangerous denial
of his continuing significance and power.

In this book, Scheuer provides a much-needed corrective--a hard-headed, closely reasoned portrait of bin
Laden, showing him to be a figure of remarkable leadership skills, strategic genius, and considerable
rhetorical abilities. The first head of the CIA's bin Laden Unit, where he led the effort to track down bin
Laden, Scheuer draws from a wealth of information about bin Laden and his evolution from peaceful Saudi
dissident to America's Most Wanted. Shedding light on his development as a theologian, media manipulator,
and paramilitary commander, Scheuer makes use of all the speeches and interviews bin Laden has given as
well as lengthy interviews, testimony, and previously untranslated documents written by those who grew up
with bin Laden in Saudi Arabia, served as his bodyguards and drivers, and fought alongside him against the
Soviets. The bin Laden who emerges from these accounts is devout, talented, patient, and ruthless; in other
words, a truly formidable and implacable enemy of the West.

Acclaim for Imperial Hubris: Why the West is Losing the War on Terrorism

"Pulls few punches...a fascinating window on America's war with Al Qaeda."
--Michiko Kakutani, New York Times

"No serious observer of the war on terrorism can ignore this scathing critique."
--Peter Bergen, author of Holy War, Inc.

"A powerful, persuasive analysis of the terrorist threat and the Bush administration's failed efforts to fight it."
--Richard A. Clarke, Washington Post Book World

"A fire-breathing denunciation of U.S. counterterrorism policy."
--Julian Borger, The Guardian

"Presents overwhelmingly persuasive evidence to buttress a host of significant and controversial arguments."
--Benjamin Schwarz, Atlantic Monthly

"Destined to become a classic in the field of counterterrorism analysis."
--Bruce Hoffman, author of Inside Terrorism
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

The book Osama Bin Laden gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Osama Bin Laden to become your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a book Osama Bin Laden. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this book?

Christina Mundell:

Typically the book Osama Bin Laden will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
suitable to you. The book Osama Bin Laden is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Willie Coffey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But
also they write about the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good
score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this
planet always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for
their book. One of them is this Osama Bin Laden.

Elaine Jenkins:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Osama Bin Laden publication written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Osama Bin Laden as good book not merely by the cover but
also by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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