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Since the late nineteenth century, religiously themed books in America have been commercially popular yet
scorned by critics. Working at the intersection of literary history, lived religion, and consumer culture, Erin
A. Smith considers the largely unexplored world of popular religious books, examining the apparent tension
between economic and religious imperatives for authors, publishers, and readers. Smith argues that this
literature served as a form of extra-ecclesiastical ministry and credits the popularity and longevity of
religious books to their day-to-day usefulness rather than their theological correctness or aesthetic quality.

Drawing on publishers' records, letters by readers to authors, promotional materials, and interviews with
contemporary religious-reading groups, Smith offers a comprehensive study that finds surprising overlap
across the religious spectrum--Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish, liberal and conservative. Smith tells the story
of how authors, publishers, and readers reconciled these books' dual function as best-selling consumer goods
and spiritually edifying literature. What Would Jesus Read? will be of interest to literary and cultural
historians, students in the field of print culture, and scholars of religious studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alyssa Cox:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline What Would
Jesus Read?: Popular Religious Books and Everyday Life in Twentieth-Century America suitable to you?
The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled What Would Jesus Read?:
Popular Religious Books and Everyday Life in Twentieth-Century Americais the main of several books that
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Tamara Evans:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this What Would Jesus Read?: Popular Religious Books and Everyday Life in Twentieth-Century
America.

Barbara Norwood:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The
What Would Jesus Read?: Popular Religious Books and Everyday Life in Twentieth-Century America
provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

Norma Barnes:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book
What Would Jesus Read?: Popular Religious Books and Everyday Life in Twentieth-Century America. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one



destination to other place.
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