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In early modern medical texts, intense unfulfilled erotic desire is held to be a real and virulent disease: it is
classified as a species of melancholy, with physical etiologies and cures. Lesel Dawson analyzes literary
representations of lovesickness in relation to medical ideas about desire and wider questions about gender
and identity, exploring the different ways that desire is believed to take root in the body, how gender roles
are encoded and contested in courtship, and the psychic pains and pleasures of frustrated passion. She
explores the relationship between women's lovesickness and other female maladies (such as hysteria and
greensickness), and asks whether women can suffer from intellectual forms of melancholy generally thought
to be exclusively male. Finally, she examines the ways in which Neoplatonism offers an alternative
construction of love to that found in natural philosophy and considers how anxieties concerning love's ability
to emasculate the male lover emerge indirectly in remedies for lovesickness.

With reference to the works of Shakespeare, Beaumont and Fletcher, Middleton, Ford, and Davenant,
Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature investigates how early modern representations
of lovesickness expose contemporary cultural constructions of love, revealing the relation of sexuality to
spirituality and the creation and shattering of the impassioned subject. It offers an important contribution to
the history of romantic love and will be of interest to students and scholars of literature, gender, and medical
history.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

The book untitled Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Terrie Anderson:

Typically the book Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature has a lot associated with on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this book.

Many Shirley:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Lovesickness and Gender in Early Modern English Literature why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Chad Wood:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Lovesickness
and Gender in Early Modern English Literature provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.
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