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Twain scholar Michael Kiskis opens this fascinating new exploration of Twain with the observation that
most readers have no idea that Samuel Clemens was the father of four and that he lived through the deaths of
three of his children as well as his wife. In Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction,
Kiskis persuasively argues that not only was Mark Twain not, as many believe, “antidomestic,” but rather the
home and family were the muse and core message of his writing.
 
Mark Twain was the child of a loveless marriage and a homelife over which hovered the constant specter of
violence. Informed by his difficult childhood, orthodox readings of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn frame these canonical literary figures as nostalgic—autobiographical fables
of heroic individualists slipping the bonds of domestic life.
 
Kiskis, however, presents a wealth of biographical details about Samuel Clemens and his family that
reinterpret Twain’s work as a robust affirmation of domestic spheres of life. Among Kiskis’s themes are that,
as the nineteenth century witnessed high rates of orphanhood and childhood mortality, Clemens’s work often
depicted unmoored children seeking not escape from home but rather seeking the redemption and safety
available only in familial structures. Similarly, Mark Twain at Home demonstrates that, following the birth
of his first daughter, Twain began to exhibit in his writing an anxiety with social ills, notably those that
affected children.
 
In vigorous and accessible descriptions of Twain’s life as it became reflected in his prose, Kiskis offers a
compelling and fresh understanding of this work of this iconic American author. 
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From reader reviews:

Leroy Ange:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge
that want to offer to you. The writer of Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer
Lit Realism & Naturalism) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and
e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Mark
Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) is not loveable to be
your top list reading book?

Louis Chavez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism
& Naturalism) can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Laura Dumas:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Adam Cuyler:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped
Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Mark Twain at Home: How Family Shaped
Twain’s Fiction (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) can to be your brand-new friend when you're really feel



alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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