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A minority within Judaism, the Karaites are known as a 'reading community'-one that looks to the Bible as
the authority in all areas of life, including intimate relations and hygiene. Here Ruth Tsoffar considers how
Egyptian Kariates of the San Francisco Bay Area define themselves, within both California culture and
Judaism, in terms of the Bible and its bearing on their bodies. Women's perspectives play a large role in this
ethnography; it is their bodies that are especially regulated by rules of cleanliness and purity to the point
where their biological cycles-menstruation, procreation, childbirth, lactation-determine their place in the
community.

As Tsoffar notes, the female body itself becomes a richly encoded text that reveals much about the Karaites'
attitudes toward the interrelated issues of gender, sex, food, procreation, sacred traditions, time and space, as
well as identity. The author illuminates the cultural strategies used by Karaite women to sustain their
religious ideologies yet find personally meaningful ways of reading. The Karaites have survived since at
least the 8th century by continually contemporizing their culture. Through a study of the rich, animated ritual
experience of niddah (menstruation and purity codes in Leviticus), we see how the Karaite women seek to
imagine and narrate a new history of purity through their bodies.

The Stains of Culture presents issues of meaning and interpretation in a way valuable to students of women's
studies, anthropology, minority cultural production, scholars of religion and Judaism, especially to those
interested in exploring Judaism's diversity.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Ware:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite
Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) as the daily resource
information.

Daniel Adams:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-
Reading of Karaite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) that give
your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick The Stains
of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and
Anthropology) become your own starter.

Timothy Pace:

This The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish
Folklore and Anthropology) is completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information
given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else you
who still having small amount of digest in reading this The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite
Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself
in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss it! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and knowledge.

Donald Shelton:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book The Stains of Culture:



An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women (Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book
and study it. Beside that the book The Stains of Culture: An Ethno-Reading of Karaite Jewish Women
(Raphael Patai Series in Jewish Folklore and Anthropology) can to be your friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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