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"The subject of this book pertains to events, often unpleasant, in the domestic lives of the 17th-century
Maryland colonists." ?publisher's catalog description, 1938

Marylander Edward Erbery called members of the colony's proprietary assembly "rogues and puppies’; he
was tied to an apple tree and received thirty-nine lashes. Jacob Lumbrozo, a Maryland Jew who suggested
Christ's miracles were done by "magic," was imprisoned indefinitely, escaping execution only by the
governor's pardon. Rebecca Fowler was accused of using witchcraft to cause her Calvert County neighbors
to feel "very much the worse;" she was hanged on October 9, 1685. Mrs. Thomas Ward whipped a runaway
maidservant with a peachtree rod, then rubbed salt into the girl's wounds; the girl died, and Mrs. Ward was
fined three hundred pounds of tobacco.

Now available in a new paperback edition, Raphael Semmes's classic Crime and Punishment in Colonial
Maryland contains awealth of colorful ?though often disturbing?details about the law and lawbreakersin
17th-century Maryland. Semmes explains, for instance, that theft was rare among early Marylanders?if only
because the colonists had little worth stealing. But what the colonists valued, they endeavored to protect: A
1662 law punished a person twice-convicted of hog-stealing by branding an "H" on his shoulder. (Widely
perceived as being too lenient, the law was amended four years later: first offense, "H" on the forehead.)
Men caught in adultery were often fined; women were often whipped. And knowing how to swim was so
rare among 17th-century women that suggesting one could do so was tantamount to accusing her of
witchcraft: aminister's son who claimed as much was sued by the woman for defamation of character.

Crime and Punishment in Colonial Maryland offers fascinating and detailed case histories on such crimes as
theft, libel, assault and homicide, as well as on adultery, profanity, drunkenness, and witchcraft. It also
explores long-forgotten aspects of old English law, such as theftbote (an early form of "victim
compensation"), deodand (an animal or article which, having caused the death of a human being, was
forfeited to the Crown for "pious uses"), and the blood test for murderers.
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From reader reviews:
Melissa Wilcox:

This Crime and Punishment in Early Maryland (The Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) usually are reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Crime and Punishment in Early
Maryland (The Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) can be on the list of great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Crime and Punishment in Early Maryland (The
Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and revel in reading.

Van Gee:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Crime and Punishment in Early Maryland (The Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Clayton Johnson:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Crime and Punishment in Early
Maryland (The Maryland Paperback Bookshelf) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train aswell as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy
typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus
there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Jeffrey Price:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do isjust spending your time aimost no but quite enough to get alook at some books. Among the
booksin the top listing in your reading list will be Crime and Punishment in Early Maryland (The Maryland
Paperback Bookshelf). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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