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The ideathat human history is approaching a"singularity" -- that ordinary humans will someday be
overtaken by artificialy intelligent machines or cognitively enhanced biological intelligence, or both -- has
moved from the realm of science fiction to serious debate. Some singularity theorists predict that if the field
of artificial intelligence (Al) continues to develop at its current dizzying rate, the singularity could come
about in the middle of the present century. Murray Shanahan offers an introduction to the idea of the
singularity and considers the ramifications of such a potentialy seismic event.

Shanahan's aim is not to make predictions but rather to investigate a range of scenarios. Whether we believe
that singularity is near or far, likely or impossible, apocalypse or utopia, the very idearaises crucial
philosophical and pragmatic questions, forcing usto think seriously about what we want as a species.

Shanahan describes technological advancesin Al, both biologically inspired and engineered from scratch.
Once human-level Al -- theoretically possible, but difficult to accomplish -- has been achieved, he explains,
the transition to superintelligent Al could be very rapid. Shanahan considers what the existence of
superintelligent machines could mean for such matters as personhood, responsibility, rights, and identity.
Some superhuman Al agents might be created to benefit humankind; some might go rogue. (Is Siri the
template, or HAL?) The singularity presents both an existential threat to humanity and an existential
opportunity for humanity to transcend its limitations. Shanahan makes it clear that we need to imagine both
possibilities if we want to bring about the better outcome.
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From reader reviews:
Maria Asbury:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Technological Singularity (The MIT Press
Essential Knowledge series) to read.

Virginia Carter:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. The Technological Singularity (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) can
be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Jeff Cunningham:

The book untitled The Technological Singularity (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) contain alot
of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have anice learn.

Abigail Shelton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It aright
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Technological
Singularity (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) which is having the e-book version. So, why not try
out this book? Let's observe.
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