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Luxury and Power examines the material world of English ambassadors at the end of the seventeenth
century, and illustrates the way in which architecture and the arts played an important role in diplomatic life.
It positions luxury consumption firmly in the political domain and demonstrates the significance of
diplomats as cultural intermediaries, highlighting the importance of the material world to politicians and the
role that diplomats played in the evolution of artistic appreciation in England.

Split into two parts, the first half covers the life of diplomats abroad: where they lived, what they took with
them, and the style in which they lived when away from home. It investigates the ambassadorial household
and the role of wives in embassy life, and positions women at the centre of the diplomatic world. Within the
wider context of artistic patronage, not just fine art, Helen Jacobsen assesses their impact as conduits for the
arts, examining their own collecting and the acquisitions they made for their friends and patrons back home.

Through case studies, part two examines how cultural politics drove the luxury consumption in which so
many diplomats indulged. Such expenditure was not random, but was informed by diplomatic activity and
was affected by the evolution in European diplomacy during these years. Importantly, it reveals that far from
being the magpies satirised by eighteenth-century commentators, many of these patrons displayed a
knowledge and understanding of many areas of artistic endeavour that made them indubitable connoisseurs
of architecture, painting, furniture, textiles, silver, and coaches. Helen Jacobsen re-evaluates the reputation
for artistic patronage of the later Stuart years and finds that the contribution by English diplomats has been
sorely neglected.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Brown:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Luxury and Power: The
Material World of the Stuart Diplomat, 1660-1714 (Oxford Historical Monographs) book since this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it as you know.

Lee Wing:

This book untitled Luxury and Power: The Material World of the Stuart Diplomat, 1660-1714 (Oxford
Historical Monographs) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or
you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this book from your list.

Amy Joshi:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. That Luxury and Power: The Material World of the Stuart Diplomat,
1660-1714 (Oxford Historical Monographs) can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating
this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Luxury and Power: The Material World of the Stuart Diplomat, 1660-1714 (Oxford Historical Monographs).

Kathy Davis:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Luxury and Power: The Material World of the Stuart Diplomat, 1660-1714 (Oxford
Historical Monographs) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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