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One of the most recognizable animals of the Southwest, the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii) makesits
home in both the Sonoran and Mohave Deserts, aswell asin tropical areas to the south in Mexico. Called by
Tohono O'odham people "komik'c-ed," or "shell with living thing inside," it is one of the few desert creatures
kept as a domestic pet—as well as one of the most studied reptilesin the world. Most of our knowledge of
desert tortoises comes from studies of Mohave Desert populations in California and Nevada. However, the
ecology, physiology, and behavior of these northern populations are quite different from those of their
southern, Sonoran Desert, and tropical cousins, which have been studied much less. Differencesin climate
and habitat have shaped the evolution of three races of desert tortoises as they have adapted to changesin
heat, rainfall, and sources of food and shelter as the deserts devel oped in the last ten million years. This book
presents the first comprehensive summary of the natural history, biology, and conservation of the Sonoran
and Sinaloan desert tortoises, reviewing the current state of knowledge of these creatures with appropriate
comparisons to Mohave tortoises. It condenses avast amount of information on population ecology, activity,
and behavior based on decades of studying tortoise populations in Arizona and Sonora, Mexico, and also
includes important material on the care and protection of tortoises. Thirty-two contributors address such
topics as tortoise fossil records, DNA analysis, and the mystery of secretive hatchlings and juveniles.
Tortoise health is discussed in chapters on the care of captives, and original data are presented on the diets of
wild and captive tortoises, the nutrient content of plant foods, and blood parameters of healthy tortoises.
Coverage of conservation issues includes husbandry methods for captive tortoises, an overview of protective
measures, and an evaluation of threats to tortoises from introduced grass and wildfires. A final chapter on
cultural knowledge presents stories and songs from indigenous peoples and explores their understanding of
tortoises. Asthe only comprehensive book on the desert tortoise, this volume gathers a vast amount of
information for scientists, veterinarians, and resource managers while also remaining useful to general
readers who keep desert tortoises as backyard pets. It will stand as an enduring reference on this endearing
creature for years to come.
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From reader reviews:
Nikki Jones:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this aren't like that. This The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and
Conservation (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Studies in Natural History) book is readable through you
who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and Conservation (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum
Studiesin Natural History) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless
thinking The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and Conservation (Arizona-Sonora Desert
Museum Studiesin Natural History) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Linda Caron:

This book untitled The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and Conservation (Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum Studies in Natural History) to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this publication you can get alot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
thereis no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Charles Felton:

The publication untitled The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and Conservation (Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum Studies in Natural History) isthe book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou
can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did alot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Sonoran Desert Tortoise: Natural History, Biology, and
Conservation (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Studies in Natural History) from the publisher to make you
more enjoy freetime.

Eileen Schmitt:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Sonoran Desert Tortoise:
Natural History, Biology, and Conservation (Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum Studiesin Natural History), it



is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type
isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.
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