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As a specialist of Southeast Asian History, I am often asked to introduce a book that would relate the history
of Vietnam, from its beginnings to the present. As often, I am embarrassed to answer that there is no such
book written in English. In effect, although we have many publications that deal competently with particular
periods or systematically with different topics of its past, a comprehensive history of Vietnam is still lacking.
That is the reason I am happy and humbled to introduce here A Story of Vietnam.

A Story of Vietnam treats evenly all the periods and also gives equal importance to the culture and the arts as
to the political or military events of Vietnam's past. I call it a story and not a history, because I do not want
my book to be the usual conventional textbook, overburdened with interminable academic, historical and
bibliographic references.

While not a conventional textbook, A Story of Vietnam can, nonetheless, provide a substantial reading
material to students interested in Asia. To the hyphenated Vietnamese, it can serve as a convenient reference
tool to the historical allusions, cultural insinuations, mythical hints, literary suggestions, ethnic
idiosyncrasies they encounter every day at home. This book may also be sought after by the people who
know so much already about Vietnam as a War but who still would like to know more about Vietnam as a
culture.

I have narrated my story with the greatest impartiality I am capable of. I have no theory that needs to be
proven nor do I have any assumption to be verified. But I do come to history with emotion, even with
passion. Sometimes, my sympathies surged to the surface or my distastes became apparent, though at no
time, have I consciously distorted the facts or altered the documents in order to validate my feelings.

The ten chapters of this book are naturally of unequal length. They adhere strictly to the chronological order,
meaning that Chapter One deals, among others, with the legendary origins of the Vietnamese people and the
last chapter, Chapter Ten, recounts the social traumas, the economic hardships, and the political isolation the
country experienced after reunification in 1975 to the remarkable recovery effected since 1986 and
culminating in October of 2007 when Vietnam was elected as a non-permanent member of the Security
Council of the United Nations.

Truong Buu Lam is a retired professor of History from the University of Hawaii.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

This A Story of Vietnam book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get
info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Story of
Vietnam without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry A Story of Vietnam can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This A Story of Vietnam having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Daniel Hartung:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually A Story of Vietnam.

Richard Horgan:

This A Story of Vietnam is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having A Story of
Vietnam in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that
no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?

Erin Wright:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the A Story of Vietnam when you needed it?
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