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Once Europe's supreme maritime power, Spain by the mid-eighteenth century was facing fierce competition
from England and France. England, in particular, had successfully mustered the financial resources necessary
to confront its Atlantic rivals by mobilizing both aristocracy and merchant bourgeoisie in support of its
imperial ambitions. Spain, meanwhile, remained overly dependent on the profits of its New World silver
mines to finance both metropolitan and colonial imperatives, and England's naval superiority constantly
threatened the vital flow of specie.

When Charles III ascended the Spanish throne in 1759, then, after a quarter-century as ruler of the Kingdom
of the Two Sicilies, Spain and its colonial empire were seriously imperiled. Two hundred years of Hapsburg
rule, followed by a half-century of ineffectual Bourbon "reforms," had done little to modernize Spain's
increasingly antiquated political, social, economic, and intellectual institutions. Charles III, recognizing the
pressing need to renovate these institutions, set his Italian staff?notably the Marqués de Esquilache, who
became Secretary of the Consejo de Hacienda (the Exchequer)?to this formidable task.

In Apogee of Empire, Stanley J. Stein and Barbara H. Stein trace the attempt, initially under Esquilache's
direction, to reform the Spanish establishment and, later, to modify and modernize the relationship between
the metropole and its colonies. Within Spain, Charles and his architects of reform had to be mindful of
determining what adjustments could be made that would help Spain confront its enemies without also
radically altering the Hapsburg inheritance. As described in impressive detail by the authors, the bitter,
seven-year conflict that ensued between reformers and traditionalists ended in a coup in 1766 that forced
Charles to send Esquilache back to Italy. After this setback at home, Charles still hoped to effect constructive
change in Spain's imperial system, primarily through the incremental implementation of a policy of comercio
libre (free-trade). These reforms, made half-heartedly at best, failed as well, and by 1789 Spain would find
itself ill prepared for the coming decades of upheaval in Europe and America.

An in-depth study of incremental response by an old imperial order to challenges at home and abroad,
Apogee of Empire is also a sweeping account of the personalities, places, and policies that helped to shape
the modern Atlantic world.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McMillian:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for people. The book Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of Charles
III, 1759-1789 has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The guide Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of
Charles III, 1759-1789 is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with
the book Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of Charles III, 1759-1789. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ellis Cook:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of Charles III, 1759-1789 your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get ahead of. The Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of Charles III,
1759-1789 giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want
to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Diana Rush:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This guide Apogee of Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of
Charles III, 1759-1789 was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book that you wanted.

Elliott Salazar:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by



book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Apogee of
Empire: Spain and New Spain in the Age of Charles III, 1759-1789.
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