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Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance was born out of blogging as an act of social justice. Over
a period of about two years, many posts built the case against market-based education reform and for a
critical re-imagining of public education. This book presents a coordinated series of essays based on that
work, using a wide range of written and visual texts to call for the universal public education we have failed
to achieve. The central image and warning of the book—“beware the roadbuilders”—is drawn from Alice
Walker’s The Color Purple. The book presents a compelling argument that billionaires, politicians, and self-
professed education reformers are doing more harm than good—despite their public messages. The public
and our students are being crushed beneath their reforms. In the wake of Ferguson and the growing list of
sacrificed young black men—Trayvon Martin, Jordan Davis, Tamir Rice, Eric Garner—the essays in this
book gain an even wider resonance, seeking to examine both the larger world of inequity as well as the
continued failure of educational inequity. While each chapter stands as a separate reading, the book as a
whole produces a cohesive theme and argument about the power of critical literacy to read and re-read the
world, and to write and re-rewrite the world (Paulo Freire). Supporting that larger message are several key
ideas and questions: What are the confrontational texts we should be inviting students to read, that anyone
should read? Instead of reducing texts to the narrow expectations of New Criticism or “close reading,” how
do we expand those texts into how they inform living in a free society and engaging in activism? How do
traditional assumptions about what texts matter and what texts reveal support the status quo of power? And
how can texts of all types assist in the ongoing pursuit of equity among free people?
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Castaneda:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance book is readable simply by
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance content conveys the idea easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Joshua Shaw:

The book with title Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance has a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the syndication.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Gina Dana:

Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Beware the
Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well
as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Kelley Hardy:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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