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Contrary to popular misconceptions and public branding as "dirty tricks," covert action and
counterintelligence can have considerable value. Democracies, while wary of these instruments, have
benefited significantly from their use, saving lives, treasure, and gaining strategic advantage. As liberal
democracies confront the post-Cold War mix of rogue states and non-state actors, such as criminals and
terrorists, and weapons of mass destruction and mass disruption, these clandestine arts may prove to be
important tools of statecraft, and perhaps trump cards in the twenty-first century.

Godson defines covert action as influencing events in other parts of the world without attribution, and
counterintelligence as identifying, neutralizing, and exploiting the secret activities of others. Together they
provide the capability to resist manipulation and control others to advantage. Counterintelligence protects
U.S. military, technological, and diplomatic secrets and turns adversary intelligence to U.S. advantage.
Covert action enables the United States to weaken adversaries and to assist allies who may be hampered by
open acknowledgment of foreign support.

Drawing on contemporary and historical literature, broad-ranging contacts with senior intelligence officials
in many countries, as well as his own research and experience as a longtime consultant to the U.S.
government, Godson traces the history of U.S. covert action and counterintelligence since 1945, showing
that covert action works well when it is part of a well-coordinated policy and when policy makers are
committed to succeeding in the long-term. Godson argues that the best counterintelligence is an offensive
defense. His exposition of the essential theoretical foundations of both covert action and counterintelligence,
supported by historical examples, lays out the ideal conditions for their use, as well as demonstrating why
they are so difficult to attain.

This book will be of interest to students and general readers interested in political science, national security,
foreign policy, and military policy.
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From reader reviews:

James Ensor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Dirty Tricks or Trump
Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jose Crawford:

This Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. That Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and
Counterintelligence without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and
Counterintelligence can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S.
Covert Action and Counterintelligence having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Felecia Holst:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and
Counterintelligence as the daily resource information.

Cindy Coleman:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and
Counterintelligence was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many



ways to get book that you wanted.
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