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Artfully combining social and literary history, this unique study explores the dual loyalties of contemporary
Egyptian authors from the 1952 Revolution to the present day. Egypt's writers have long had an elevated idea
of their social mission, considering themselves 'the conscience of the nation.' At the same time, modern
Egyptian writers work under the liberal conception of the writer borrowed from the European model. As a
result, each Egyptian writer treads the tightrope between authority and freedom, social commitment and
artistic license, loyalty to the state and to personal expression, in an ongoing quest for an elusive literary
ideal. With these fundamentals in mind, Conscience of the Nation examines Egyptian literary production
over the past fifty years, surveying works by established writers, as well as those of dozens of other authors
who are celebrated in Egypt but whose writings are largely unknown to the foreign reader. Novelists and
poets, scriptwriters and playwrights, critics and journalists all have battled with and tried to resolve the
tensions inherent in the conflicting forces of self and society.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

The actual book Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Conscience of the
Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get
the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Neil Myers:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern
Egypt giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful data
for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Lisa Knight:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Conscience of the Nation: Writers,
State, and Society in Modern Egypt is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

James Harris:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Conscience of the Nation: Writers, State, and Society in Modern Egypt can make
you sense more interested to read.
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