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This book revisits the theory of the sources of international law from the perspective of formalism. It
critically analyzes the virtues of formalism, construed as a theory of law ascertainment, as a means of
distinguishing between law and non-law. The theory of formalism is re-evaluated against the backdrop of the
growing acceptance by international legal theorists of the blurring of the lines between law and non-law. At
the same time, the book acknowledges that much international normative activity nowadays takes place
outside the ambit of traditional international law and that only a limited part of the exercise of public
authority at the international level results in the creation of international legal rules.

The theory of ascertainment that the book puts forward attempts to dispel some of the illusions of formalism
that accompany the delimitation of customary international law. It also sheds light on the tendency of
scholars, theorists, and advocates to deformalize the identification of international legal rules with a view to
expanding international law. The book seeks to revitalize and refresh the formal identification of rules by
engaging with some tenets of the postmodern critique of formalism. As a result, the book not only grapples
with the practice of law-making at the international level, but it also offers broad theoretical insights on
international law, dealing with the main schools of thought in legal theory (positivism, naturalism, legal
realism, policy-oriented jurisprudence, and postmodernism). The main theory of law ascertainment presented
in this work remains however principally informed by a rejuvenated version of Herbert Hart's social thesis.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Green:

Typically the book Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of
Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) will bring one to the new experience of reading the
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book
very suited to you. The book Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the
Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ross Jackson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get great deal
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal
Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law).

Geneva Milbourn:

Beside this kind of Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal
Rules (Oxford Monographs in International Law) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Formalism and
the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in
International Law) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Josefina Roundtree:

This Formalism and the Sources of International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules
(Oxford Monographs in International Law) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Formalism and the Sources of
International Law: A Theory of the Ascertainment of Legal Rules (Oxford Monographs in International
Law) can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book



application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.
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