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This is the first-ever biography of the legendary wrestler Gorgeous George, filled with
incredible never-before-told stories. George directly influenced the likes of Muhammad Ali,
who took his bragging and boasting from George; James Brown, who began to wear sequined
capes onstage after seeing George on TV; John Waters, whose films featured the outrageous
drag queen Divine as an homage to George; and too many wrestlers to count. Amid these pop
culture discoveries are firsthand accounts of the pro wrestling game from the 1930s to the
1960s.

The ideal American male used to be stoic, quiet, and dignified. But for a young couple struggling to make
ends meet, in the desperation born of the lingering Depression and wartime rationing, an idea was hatched
that changed the face of American popular culture, an idea so bold, so over-the-top and absurd, that it was
perfect. That idea transformed journeyman wrestler George Wagner from a dark-haired, clean-cut good guy
to a peroxide-blond braggart who blatantly cheated every chance he got. Crowds were stunned—they had
never seen anything like this before—and they came from miles around to witness it for themselves.

Suddenly George—guided by Betty, his pistol of a wife—was a draw. With his golden tresses grown long
and styled in a marcel, George went from handsome to . . . well . . . gorgeous overnight, the small, dank
wrestling venues giving way to major arenas. As if the hair wasn't enough, his robes—unmanly things of
silk, lace, and chiffon in pale pinks, sunny yellows, and rich mauves—were but a prelude to the act: the regal
entrance, the tailcoat-clad valet spraying the mat with perfume, the haughty looks and sneers for the
"peasants" who paid to watch this outrageously prissy hulk prance around the ring. How they loved to see his
glorious mane mussed up by his manly opponents. And how they loved that alluringly alliterative name . . .
Gorgeous George . . . the self-proclaimed Toast of the Coast, the Sensation of the Nation!

All this was timed to the arrival of that new invention everyone was talking about—television. In its early
days, professional wrestling and its larger-than-life characters dominated prime-time broadcasts—none more
so than Gorgeous George, who sold as many sets as Uncle Miltie.

Fans came in droves—to boo him, to stick him with hatpins, to ogle his gowns, and to rejoice in his
comeuppance. He was the man they loved to hate, and his provocative, gender-bending act took him to the
top of the entertainment world. America would never be the same again.
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From reader reviews:

Thersa Davenport:

The book Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the best thing like a book Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created
American Pop Culture? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Gorgeous
George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and
read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Andy Breaux:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy
Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture, it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right,
you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Stephen Thrush:

Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created
American Pop Culture nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Stacie Logan:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be study. Gorgeous George: The Outrageous Bad-Boy Wrestler Who Created American Pop Culture
can be your answer as it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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