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At a time when the role of the legal profession, the jury system and other key aspects of American law are
under much dispute, Imagining the Law provides a historical perspective on these critical public issues.
Historian Norman Cantor explains how and why common law developed out of Roman law, in response to
the needs and assumptions of English society and culture from 1000 to 1780, and how it became the basis of
the American legal system.

Professor Cantor shows that many of the current debates about the jury trial, the adversarial model and other
parts of our legal system stem from this history. He highlights the minds and personalities of prominent
judicial leaders, from Cicero and Justinian in the ancient world, through Glanville and Bracton in the Middle
Ages, to Coke, Blackstone and Bentham in later centuries. A concluding chapter relates the social and
cultural history of common law to the American system of Supreme Court Justices John Marshall and Oliver
Wendell Holmes and to the legal profession in the United States today.

Imagining the Law is authoritatively based on the extensive amount of recent research and writing in the
field of legal history, and on Professor Cantor's reading of thousands of court cases. It is the first book to
examine legal history in a cultural and sociological context and thus illuminates one of our most important
institutions in a whole new way.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Tyson:

Here thing why this Imagining the Law: Common Law and the Foundations of the American Legal System
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Imagining the Law: Common Law and the
Foundations of the American Legal System giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Imagining the Law: Common Law and the
Foundations of the American Legal System. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Imagining the Law: Common Law and the
Foundations of the American Legal System in e-book can be your option.

Bobbie Flores:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this Imagining
the Law: Common Law and the Foundations of the American Legal System.

Herman Hernandez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Imagining the Law: Common Law and the
Foundations of the American Legal System as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for
teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Imagining the Law: Common Law and the Foundations of
the American Legal System to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Jamie Harper:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or
real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing



reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many
ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
Imagining the Law: Common Law and the Foundations of the American Legal System can make you feel
more interested to read.
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