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The stunning story of one of America’s great disasters, a preventable tragedy of Gilded Age America,
brilliantly told by master historian David McCullough.

At the end of the nineteenth century, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, was a booming coal-and-steel town filled
with hardworking families striving for a piece of the nation’s burgeoning industrial prosperity. In the
mountains above Johnstown, an old earth dam had been hastily rebuilt to create a lake for an exclusive
summer resort patronized by the tycoons of that same industrial prosperity, among them Andrew Carnegie,
Henry Clay Frick, and Andrew Mellon. Despite repeated warnings of possible danger, nothing was done
about the dam. Then came May 31, 1889, when the dam burst, sending a wall of water thundering down the
mountain, smashing through Johnstown, and killing more than 2,000 people. It was a tragedy that became a
national scandal.

Graced by David McCullough’s remarkable gift for writing richly textured, sympathetic social history, The
Johnstown Flood is an absorbing, classic portrait of life in nineteenth-century America, of overweening
confidence, of energy, and of tragedy. It also offers a powerful historical lesson for our century and all times:
the danger of assuming that because people are in positions of responsibility they are necessarily behaving
responsibly.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Johnstown Flood. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Johnstown
Flood. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due
to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a
book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Rene Moore:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
Johnstown Flood.

Carolyn Brown:

The reason? Because this Johnstown Flood is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Jones:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Johnstown Flood can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those
short spare time problems.
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