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In this exceptional dual biography and cultural history, Erik S. Gellman and Jarod Roll trace the influence of
two southern activist preachers, one black and one white, who used their ministry to organize the working
class in the 1930s and 1940s across lines of gender, race, and geography. Owen Whitfield and Claude
Williams, along with their wives Zella Whitfield and Joyce Williams, drew on their bedrock religious beliefs
to stir ordinary men and women to demand social and economic justice in the eras of the Great Depression,
New Deal, and Second World War.

 
Williams and Whitfield preached a working-class gospel rooted in the American creed that hard, productive
work entitled people to a decent standard of living. Gellman and Roll detail how the two preachers
galvanized thousands of farm and industrial workers for the Southern Tenant Farmers Union and the
Congress of Industrial Organizations. They also link the activism of the 1930s and 1940s to that of the 1960s
and emphasize the central role of the ministers' wives, with whom they established the People's Institute for
Applied Religion.
 
This detailed narrative illuminates a cast of characters who became the two couples' closest allies in
coordinating a complex network of activists that transcended Jim Crow racial divisions, blurring
conventional categories and boundaries to help black and white workers make better lives. In chronicling the
shifting contexts of the actions of Whitfield and Williams, The Gospel of the Working Class situates
Christian theology within the struggles of some of America's most downtrodden workers, transforming the
dominant narratives of the era and offering a fresh view of the promise and instability of religion and civil
rights unionism.
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From reader reviews:

Shelia Lopez:

Here thing why this particular The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal
America (Working Class in American History) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a
book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or
not. The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in
American History) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal
America (Working Class in American History). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You
can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Gospel of the Working
Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American History) in e-book can
be your choice.

Richard Perkins:

The e-book untitled The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America
(Working Class in American History) is the book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Gospel of the
Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in American History) from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Lindsay Washington:

The reason? Because this The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal
America (Working Class in American History) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting
for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book next to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Ruth Vazquez:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than



can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be study.
The Gospel of the Working Class: Labor's Southern Prophets in New Deal America (Working Class in
American History) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time
problems.
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