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From the divine to the double standard, from Vestal Virgins to the new Power Virgins, a fascinating,
wide-ranging historical exploration of celibacy and celibates.

Florence Nightingale was one. So was Sir Isaac Newton. A monk vows to be one. A prisoner is forced to
become one. History is full of people who were avowed celibates; contemporary society reflects a renewed
interest in celibacy. But what caused'and still causes'people to give up sex, the very thing that has driven,
fascinated, troubled and delighted most other people?

In this timely and lively look at celibacy from both a historical and contemporary perspective, Elizabeth
Abbott (who has experience in both single and double beds) lays to rest the commonly held view that
celibacy is a predominantly religious concept, of little concern to the lay people of the world. As she
explains, celibacy is a "timeless, worldwide phenomenon" that transcends history, culture and religion.
Celibacy is also a multi-layered phenomenon full of telling and surprising insights into our sexual desires
and drives.

From the Vestal Virgins of Greek mythology who were entombed alive if they broke their vows, to the
practice of celibacy in order to conserve semen, from celibacy as a guarantee for marriage, to involuntary
celibacy among prisoners, eunuchs, the unemployed and the clinically depressed, A History of Celibacy
offers an absorbing blend of information and explanation. Abbott puts a human face on celibacy, capturing
the anguish of the castrated boy destined for an operatic career, the ecstasy of the woman whose celibacy is
rewarded by erotic visions of Christ, and the anger of the bachelor doomed by the surplus of males in
contemporary China.

A book that unlocks some fascinating secrets on the state of chastity, A History of Celibacy will provoke
discussion among men and women everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

With other case, little people like to read book History Of Celibacy Tpb. You can choose the best book if
you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book History Of
Celibacy Tpb. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely
right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad
you will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a
book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to
go to the library. Let's go through.

Mary Hopkins:

The particular book History Of Celibacy Tpb will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book History Of Celibacy Tpb is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Clarine Davidson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be History Of Celibacy Tpb why because the fantastic
cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is
definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up
this book.

Robert Wilkes:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the History Of Celibacy Tpb when you necessary it?
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