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How do American Jews envision their role in the world? Are they tribal—a people whose obligations extend
solely to their own? Or are they prophetic—a light unto nations, working to repair the world? The Star and
the Stripes is an original, provocative interpretation of the effects of these worldviews on the foreign policy
beliefs of American Jews since the nineteenth century. Michael Barnett argues that it all begins with the
political identity of American Jews. As Jews, they are committed to their people's survival. As Americans,
they identify with, and believe their survival depends on, the American principles of liberalism, religious
freedom, and pluralism. This identity and search for inclusion form a political theology of prophetic Judaism
that emphasizes the historic mission of Jews to help create a world of peace and justice.

The political theology of prophetic Judaism accounts for two enduring features of the foreign policy beliefs
of American Jews. They exhibit a cosmopolitan sensibility, advocating on behalf of human rights,
humanitarianism, and international law and organizations. They also are suspicious of
nationalism—including their own. Contrary to the conventional wisdom that American Jews are natural-born
Jewish nationalists, Barnett charts a long history of ambivalence; this ambivalence connects their early
rejection of Zionism with the current debate regarding their attachment to Israel. And, Barnett contends, this
growing ambivalence also explains the rising popularity of humanitarian and social justice movements
among American Jews.

Rooted in the understanding of how history shapes a political community's sense of the world, The Star and
the Stripes is a bold reading of the past, present, and possible future foreign policies of American Jews.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Adams:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of
American Jews book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are
arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer involving The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews
content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the information but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue to thinking The Star and the
Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Florence Adams:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Star and the Stripes: A History
of the Foreign Policies of American Jews which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Andrea Whitt:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Star and the Stripes: A History of the
Foreign Policies of American Jews can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these guides have than the others?

Weston Brock:

You can find this The Star and the Stripes: A History of the Foreign Policies of American Jews by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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