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From his early love poetry to his late religious writing, John Donne speaks of the human body as a book to
be read and interpreted. Unlike modern thinkers who understand the body as a purely material phenomenon
or post-modern critics who see in it a "text" produced by culture, Donne understands the body as a
(scriptural) text written by God.

In this study, McDuffie offers a comprehensive interpretation of Donne's reading of the body. In Donne's
imaginative universe, the human person lies at the center of the great interconnected web of God's signs and
acts. As such, he makes it the touchstone of his own theology. While his anthropology is basically orthodox,
the emphasis Donne places on the body and the role it plays in his religious poetics are distinctive. Refusing
to restrict God's revelation to the written words of Scripture, Donne turns habitually to the book of the
human body as a collection of signs that indicate God's nature, his intent, and the human condition. He also,
at times, represents the human body not as a "mere" sign but as sacrament: a seal of the promises of God that
conveys his presence and grace.

In his reading of the book of the body, Donne discerns the narrative of salvation history: the trajectory
proceeding from creation, through fall to redemption and resurrection. He sets the body and salvation history
into a dialogical relationship, always reading one in terms of the other. Donne reads in the body God's great
love for the material, the ravages of the Fall, God's redemptive action in Christ and in the lives of the saints,
and the literal and figurative deaths that serve as gateways to resurrection and eschatological fulfillment.
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From reader reviews:

John Householder:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this To Our Bodies Turn We Then: Body as Word and Sacrament
in the Works of John Donne.

Roger Lindsey:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a e-book. The book To Our Bodies Turn We Then: Body as Word and Sacrament in the Works of
John Donne it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but
this book has high quality.

Dora Dickey:

Beside this specific To Our Bodies Turn We Then: Body as Word and Sacrament in the Works of John
Donne in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have To Our Bodies Turn We Then: Body as Word and
Sacrament in the Works of John Donne because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often
have book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss that? Find this book as well as read it from now!

Sean Mills:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books
in the top record in your reading list is To Our Bodies Turn We Then: Body as Word and Sacrament in the
Works of John Donne. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in



getting precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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