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A book in current affairs by a columnist for The Nation whose first book sold some 30,000 copies. The new
book continues the work the author began in Sound and Fury: The Washington Punditocracy and the
Collapse of American Politics (Harper-Collins, 1992). Alterman says that elites dominate U.S. foreign policy
at every turn, and that the gap between the views of the public and those of the policy-making elites has
increased to the extent that the United States has become an empire.Journalist and historian Eric Alterman
argues that the vast majority of Americans have virtually no voice in the conduct of U.S. foreign policy.
With policymakers answerable only to a small coterie of self-appointed experts, corporate lobbyists, self-
interested parties, and the elite media, the U.S. foreign policy operates not as the instrument of a democracy,
but of a "pseudo-democracy": a political system with the trappings of democratic checks and balances but
with little of their content. This failure of American democracy is all the more troubling, Alterman charges,
now that the Cold War is over and the era of global capital has replaced it. Americans' stake in so-called
foreign policy issues from trade to global warming is greater than ever. Yet the current system serves to mute
their voices and ignore their concerns.

Experts have long insisted that the public is too ignorant to contribute to the creation of successful foreign
policy. But over the course of two hundred years, as Alterman makes clear, the American people have shown
an impressive consistency in their ideals and values. The problem for any elite, the author explains, is that
Americans often define their interests quite differently than those who would speak in their name. The
American public's values are, ironically, much closer to the "liberal republican" philosophy of our founders
than to those of our most powerful elites. Alterman concludes with a series of challenging proposals for
reforms designed to create a truly democratic U.S. foreign policy.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Who Speaks for America?: Why Democracy Matters in Foreign
Policy.

Lela Koehn:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Who Speaks for America?: Why Democracy Matters in Foreign Policy, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Maria Antoine:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine. Who
Speaks for America?: Why Democracy Matters in Foreign Policy can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Jones:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By the book Who Speaks for America?: Why Democracy Matters in Foreign Policy we can have
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book Who Speaks for America?: Why Democracy Matters in Foreign Policy. You can more desirable than
now.
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