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In Battle Cry Of Freedom, James M. McPherson presented a fascinating, concise general history of the
defining American conflict. With What They Fought For, he focuses his considerable talents on what
motivated theindividual soldier to fight. In an exceptional and highly original Civil War analysis,
McPherson draws on the letters and diaries of nearly one thousand Union and Confederate soldiers, giving
voice to the very men who risked their livesin the conflict. His conclusion that most of them felt a

keen sense of patriotic and ideological commitment counters the prevailing belief that Civil War

soldiers had little or no idea of what they were lighting for. In their letters home and their diaries -- neither
of which were subject to censorship -- these men were able to comment, in writing, on awide variety of
issues connected with their war experience. Their insights show how deeply felt and strongly held their
convictions were and reveal far more careful thought on the ideological issues of the war than has
previously been thought to betrue. Living only eighty years after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, Civil War soldiersfelt the legacy and responsibility entrusted to them by the Founding
Fathersto to preserve fragile democracy -- be it through secession or union -- as something worth dying for.
In What They Fought For, McPherson takes individual voices and places them in the great and terrible
choir of acountry divided against itself. The result is both an impressive scholarly tour de force and

a lively, highly accessible account of the sentiments of both Northern and Southern soldiers during

the national trauma of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:
Maxine Elam:

Precisely why? Because this Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12
(Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than
the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So, still
want to hold off having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

James Ponce:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic
asin the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For
1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia) why because the
excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content
is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

John Frank:

The book untitled Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood
Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia) contain alot of information on the idea. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy way. The languageis very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will bring you in the new
age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product,
so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can available their official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice study.

James Barclay:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Holt McDougal Library: What
They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia)
to make your personal reading isinteresting. Your own skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you
such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about
book and looking at especially. It isto be first opinion for you to like to start abook and study it. Beside that



the guide Holt McDougal Library: What They Fought For 1861-1865 Grades 9-12 (Walter Lynwood
Fleming Lectures in Southern History, Louisia) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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