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The first complete, unvarnished history of Southern rock’s legendary and most popular band, from its
members’ hardscrabble boyhoods in Jacksonville, Florida and their rise to worldwide fame to the tragic
plane crash that killed the founder and the band’s rise again from the ashes.

In the summer of 1964 Jacksonville, Florida teenager Ronnie Van Zant and some of his friends hatched the
idea of forming a band to play covers of the Rolling Stones, Beatles, Yardbirds and the country and blues-
rock music they had grown to love. Naming their band after Leonard Skinner, the gym teacher at Robert E.
Lee Senior High School who constantly badgered the long-haired aspiring musicians to get haircuts, they
were soon playing gigs at parties, and bars throughout the South. During the next decade Lynyrd Skynyrd
grew into the most critically acclaimed and commercially successful of the rock bands to emerge from the
South since the Allman Brothers. Their hits “Free Bird” and “Sweet Home Alabama” became classics. Then,
at the height of its popularlity in 1977, the band was struck with tragedy --a plane crash that killed Ronnie
Van Zant and two other band members.

Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock is an intimate chronicle of the band from its
earliest days through the plane crash and its aftermath, to its rebirth and current status as an enduring cult
favorite. From his behind-the-scenes perspective as Ronnie Van Zant’s lifelong friend and frequent member
of the band’s entourage who was also aboard the plane on that fateful flight, Gene Odom reveals the unique
synthesis of blues/country rock and songwriting talent, relentless drive, rebellious Southern swagger and
down-to-earth sensibility that brought the band together and made it a defining and hugely popular Southern
rock band -- as well as the destructive forces that tore it apart. Illustrated throughout with rare photos, Odom
traces the band’s rise to fame and shares personal stories that bring to life the band’s journey.

For the fans who have purchased a cumulative 35 million copies of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s albums and continue
to pack concerts today, Lynyrd Skynyrd is a celebration of an immortal American band.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free
Birds of Southern Rock book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Leslie Heidelberg:

This Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock is great publication for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can state no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Donna Davis:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free
Birds of Southern Rock is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Andrea Lampkin:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free
Birds of Southern Rock to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available
a book and learn it. Beside that the book Lynyrd Skynyrd: Remembering the Free Birds of Southern Rock
can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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