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Between 1848 and 1865 white southerners felt the grounds of nationhood shift beneath their feet. The
conflict over slavery that led to the Civil War forced them to confront the difficult problems of nationalism.
What made a nation a nation? Could an individual or a group change nationality at will? What were the
rights and responsibilities of national citizenship? Why should nations exist at all?

As they contemplated these questions, white southerners drew on their long experience as Americans and
their knowledge of nationalism in the wider world. This was true of not just the radical secessionists who
shattered the Union in 1861, but also of the moderate majority who struggled to balance their southern and
American loyalties. As they pondered the changing significance of the Fourth of July, as they fused ideals of
masculinity and femininity with national identity, they revealed the shifting meanings of nationalism and
citizenship. Southerners also looked across the Atlantic, comparing southern separatism with movements in
Hungary and Ireland, and applying the European model of romantic nationalism first to the United States and
later to the Confederacy.

In the turmoil of war, the Confederacy's national government imposed new, stringent obligations of
citizenship, while the shared experience of suffering united many Confederates in a sacred national
community of sacrifice. For Unionists, die-hard Confederates, and the large majority torn between the two,
nationalism became an increasingly pressing problem. In Shifting Grounds Paul Quigley brilliantly
reinterprets southern conceptions of allegiance, identity, and citizenship within the contexts of antebellum
American national identity and the transatlantic "Age of Nationalism," shedding new light on the ideas and
motivations behind America's greatest conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Lucia Morrone:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Shifting Grounds: Nationalism
and the American South, 1848-1865 is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alex Santana:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-
book. The book Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Charles Smith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Shifting
Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get just before. The Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865
giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Joseph Carter:

You will get this Shifting Grounds: Nationalism and the American South, 1848-1865 by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for
the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about



your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose right ways for you.
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