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ABOUT THIS EDITION: With exception of the titles of the different parts - which were added, for better
navigation, from later editions - this edition presents an authentic reproduction of the original 1855 first
edition of 'Leaves of Grass' by Walt Whitman. Taking into account that Whitman did much of the typesetting
for the first edition himself, the editors of this reproduction, paid special attention not only to text itself but
also to an authentic reproduction of pagination, paragraphing and linebreaks.

LEAVES OF GRASS is a poetry collection by the American poet Walt Whitman (1819-1892). Though the
first edition was published in 1855, Whitman spent most of his professional life writing and re-writing
LEAVES OF GRASS, revising it multiple times until his death. This resulted in vastly different editions over
four decades-the first a small book of twelve poems and the last a compilation of over 400 poems.

LEAVES OF GRASS has its genesis in an essay called The Poet by Ralph Waldo Emerson, published in
1844, which expressed the need for the United States to have its own new and unique poet to write about the
new country's virtues and vices. Whitman, reading the essay, consciously set out to answer Emerson's call as
he began work on the first edition of LEAVES OF GRASS. Whitman, however, downplayed Emerson's
influence, stating, "I was simmering, simmering, simmering; Emerson brought me to a boil."

On May 15, 1855, Whitman registered the title LEAVES OF GRASS with the clerk of the United States
District Court, Southern District of New Jersey, and received its copyright. The first edition was published in
Brooklyn at the printing shop of two Scottish immigrants, James and Andrew Rome, whom Whitman had
known since the 1840s, on July 4, 1855. Whitman paid for and did much of the typesetting for the first
edition himself. The book did not include the author's name, instead offering an engraving by Samuel
Hollyer depicting Whitman in work clothes and a jaunty hat, arms at his side. Early advertisements for the
first edition appealed to "lovers of literary curiosities" as an oddity. Sales on the book were few but Whitman
was not discouraged.

The poems of LEAVES OF GRASS are loosely connected and each represents Whitman's celebration of his
philosophy of life and humanity. This book is notable for its discussion of delight in sensual pleasures during
a time when such candid displays were considered immoral. Where much previous poetry, especially
English, relied on symbolism, allegory, and meditation on the religious and spiritual, LEAVES OF GRASS
(particularly the first edition) exalted the body and the material world. Influenced by Ralph Waldo Emerson
and the Transcendentalist movement, itself an offshoot of Romanticism, Whitman's poetry praises nature and
the individual human's role in it. However, much like Emerson, Whitman does not diminish the role of the
mind or the spirit; rather, he elevates the human form and the human mind, deeming both worthy of poetic
praise.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy McCormack:

Here thing why this specific Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855
First Edition) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics -
Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics
- Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics -
Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) in e-book can be your option.

Rosa Johnson:

This book untitled Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition)
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can
get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from your
list.

Larry Jones:

The e-book with title Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First
Edition) has a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ronald Cleary:

This Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the 1855 First Edition) is great guide
for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great organize
word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having Leaves of Grass (Wisehouse Classics - Authentic Reproduction of the
1855 First Edition) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We



can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that.
So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?
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