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Quality public education, modern highway systems, and reasonably priced housing?these are just some of
the qualities that once made California one of the most desirable placesto live. Just afew decades later, the
state finds itself with an education system that isfailing its citizens, one of the highest unemployment ratesin
the nation, and a quickly evaporating dream of home ownership.

Illustrating each step of the breakdown that led to its current state of dysfunction, Not So Golden After All:
The Riseand Fall of California providesinsight into a system gone amuck. It addresses complicated topics
in an engaging manner to help the public and leaders alike understand how to make policies that balance
expectations with outcomes. Key political themes covered include disconnected institutions, perpetually
unbalanced budgets, immigration, voter ignorance, interest group influence, and dysfunctional institutions.
Investigating the gridlock that has become all too common within the state’' s legidlature, the book:

- Demonstrates the impact of the state’ s inability to generate sufficient revenue, particularly for public
education and an under-trained workforce

- Highlights the problems created by poor land use planning ?from suburban sprawl and government waste
to inefficient use of agricultural land

- Examines how interest groups have been able to wrest control of the processes that were created to keep
theminline

- ldentifies the duplication of efforts and other inefficiencies at the state and local levels

Author Larry Gerston leaves no stone unturned in his discussion of California's economy, position on the
Pacific Rim, cultural diversity, land and water issues, and its relationship with the federal government. He
examines the state' sinfrastructure, natural resources, immigration issues, education, finance, healthcare, civil
rights, planning and development, security, laws, political parties, and power structuresto provide civic
leaders and policy makers with the understanding required to restore the sheen to this once glistening
paradise.

The Contra Costa Times discussed Larry Gerston's recent Commonwesalth Club lecturein aMay 17, 2012
article.
Read an interview with Larry Gerston in The Mercury News.
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From reader reviews:
Alberta Sanchez:

Often the book Not So Golden After All: The Rise and Fall of Californiawill bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Not So Golden After All: The Rise and Fall
of Californiais much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Carlton Solley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be
the guide untitled Not So Golden After All: The Rise and Fall of California can be great book to read. May
beitisusually best activity to you.

Donald Diaz:

Not So Golden After All: The Rise and Fall of California can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving hig’her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Not So Golden
After All: The Rise and Fall of California but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial pondering.

Paul M oore:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Not So Golden After All:
The Rise and Fall of California.
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