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Corporate CEOs are headline news. Stock prices rise and fall at word of their hiring and firing. Business
media debate their merits and defects as if individual leaders determined the health of the economy. Yet we
know surprisingly little about how CEOs are selected and dismissed or about their true power. This is the
first book to take us into the often secretive world of the CEO selection process. Rakesh Khurana's findings
are surprising and disturbing. In recent years, he shows, corporations have increasingly sought CEOs who
are above all else charismatic, whose fame and force of personality impress analysts and the business media,
but whose experience and abilities are not necessarily right for companies' specific needs. The labor market
for CEOs, Khurana concludes, is far less rational than we might think.

Khurana's findings are based on a study of the hiring and firing of CEOs at over 850 of America's largest
companies and on extensive interviews with CEOs, corporate board members, and consultants at executive
search firms. Written with exceptional clarity and verve, the book explains the basic mechanics of the
selection process and how hiring priorities have changed with the rise of shareholder activism. Khurana
argues that the market for CEOs, which we often assume runs on cool calculation and the impersonal forces
of supply and demand, is culturally determined and too frequently inefficient. Its emphasis on charisma
artificially limits the number of candidates considered, giving them extraordinary leverage to demand high
salaries and power. It also raises expectations and increases the chance that a CEO will be fired for failing to
meet shareholders' hopes. The result is corporate instability and too little attention to long-term strategy.

The book is a major contribution to our understanding of corporate culture and the nature of markets and
leadership in general.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Starnes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Searching for a Corporate Savior: The Irrational Quest for
Charismatic CEOs.

Angelica Adams:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Searching for a
Corporate Savior: The Irrational Quest for Charismatic CEOs is kind of publication which is giving the
reader unforeseen experience.

Michael Berube:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Searching for a Corporate Savior: The
Irrational Quest for Charismatic CEOs e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt
Searching for a Corporate Savior: The Irrational Quest for Charismatic CEOs as good book but not only by
the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Gary Williams:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Searching for a Corporate Savior: The Irrational Quest for
Charismatic CEOs can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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