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Characters in the literary tradition of American naturalism are usually perceived as passive, lacking in will,
weak, and predetermined. They are constantly seen as the victims of heredity and environment, and their
lives are shaped according to these strong forces that operate upon them. This interesting book examines the
representation of female characters in American naturalism and argues that women in American naturalism
are often represented as femmes fatales. Since heredity and environment are the determining factors in their
lives, they are victims who have no control. However, with characters such as Trina Sieppe in Frank Norris's
McTeague, Caroline Meeber in Theodore Dreiser's Sister Carrie, Edna Pontellier in Kate Chopin's The
Awakening, and Helga Crane in Nella Larsen's Quicksand, these women victims gradually turn themselves
into victimizers in order to conquer both heredity and environment. They consciously and deliberately use
the only power they have that can help them overcome the naturalistic world in which they are entrapped--
the power of the feminine. The book explains who exactly the femme fatale that has been born out of
American naturalism is, and explores images of women in American realism who precede the femme fatale
of American naturalism. This study examines characters like Trina Sieppe, Caroline Meeber, Edna
Pontellier, and Helga Crane. It analyzes these women's backgrounds, their demeanors, their temperaments,
their experiences, and their settings, and explains how and when each woman decides to use her sexuality.
There is also a brief discussion of other femmes fatales in American naturalism, such as Stephen Crane's
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. Although the perception of women in nineteenth-century American literature
has always had its place in discussions of literary texts, this book is unique in its argument that women in
American naturalism are neither weak nor passive, but rather are strong and daring women who try diligently
to find a means of fighting back. This book is an important addition to collections in literature and Women's
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Barbra Poole:

The ability that you get from The Femme Fatale in American Literature, Student Edition will be the more
deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Femme Fatale in American Literature, Student Edition
giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of The Femme Fatale in
American Literature, Student Edition instantly.

Charles Powers:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Femme Fatale in American
Literature, Student Edition why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Krystal Sutherland:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Femme Fatale in American
Literature, Student Edition which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Lisa Robinson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Femme Fatale in American Literature, Student Edition can make you
experience more interested to read.
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