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The Great War transformed the Middle East, bringing to an end four hundred years of Ottoman rule in Arab
lands while giving rise to the Middle East as we know it today. A century later, the experiences of ordinary
men and women during those calamitous years have faded from memory. A Land of Aching Hearts traverses
ethnic, class, and national borders to recover the personal stories of the civilians and soldiers who endured
this cataclysmic event.

Among those who suffered were the people of Greater Syria?comprising modern Syria, Lebanon, Jordan,
Israel, and Palestine?as well as the people of Turkey, Iraq, and Egypt. Beyond the shifting fortunes of the
battlefield, the region was devastated by a British and French naval blockade made worse by Ottoman war
measures. Famine, disease, inflation, and an influx of refugees were everyday realities. But the local
populations were not passive victims. Fawaz chronicles the initiative and resilience of civilian émigrés,
entrepreneurs, draft-dodgers, soldiers, villagers, and townsmen determined to survive the war as best they
could. The right mix of ingenuity and practicality often meant the difference between life and death.

The war’s aftermath proved bitter for many survivors. Nationalist aspirations were quashed as Britain and
France divided the Middle East along artificial borders that still cause resentment. The misery of the Great
War, and a profound sense of huge sacrifices made in vain, would color people’s views of politics and the
West for the century to come.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Bentley:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline A Land of Aching
Hearts: The Middle East in the Great War suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era.
Often the book untitled A Land of Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great Waris the one of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this
book.

Sonya Ewing:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A Land of Aching Hearts: The
Middle East in the Great War that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you could pick A Land of Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great War
become your own personal starter.

Rosalie Dietrich:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Land of Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great
War can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have
than the others?

Amy Quist:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That A Land of Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great War
can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have point that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have A Land of
Aching Hearts: The Middle East in the Great War.
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