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A Very Serious Thing was first published in 1988. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

"It is a very serious thing to be a funny woman." –Frances Miriam Berry Whitcher

A Very Serious Thing is the first book-length study of a part of American literature that has been consistently
neglected by scholars and underrepresented in anthologies—American women's humorous writing. Nancy
Walker proposes that the American humorous tradition to be redefined to include women's humor as well as
men's, because, contrary to popular opinion, women do have a sense of humor.

Her book draws on history, sociology, anthropology, literature, and psychology to posit that the reasons for
neglect of women's humorous expression are rooted in a male-dominated culture that has officially denied
women the freedom and self-confidence essential to the humorist. Rather than a study of individual writers,
the book is an exploration of relationships between cultural realities—including expectations of "true
womanhood"—and women's humorous response to those realities.

Humorous expression, Walker maintains, is at odds with the culturally sanctioned ideal of the "lady," and
much of women's humor seems to accept, while actually denying, this ideal. In fact, most of American
women's humorous writing has been a feminist critique of American culture and its attitudes toward women,
according to the author.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Smith:

Here thing why that A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book
that similar with A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A
Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture in e-book can be your alternate.

William Lee:

The event that you get from A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture may be the
more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American
Culture giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that
can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture instantly.

Helen Noyola:

This A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture is great book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Melvin Dwyer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and



American Culture or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes A Very Serious Thing: Women’s Humor and American Culture to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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