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The present confrontation of Communist China and the United States, on which the future of peace in Asia
hinges, is merely the latest phase in a continuing historical process--the remaking of China's ancient society
under the stimulus of Western contact. How does it happen that a century of foreign trade and missionary
evangelism, of modern education and the training of Chinese students in Western ways, has now resulted in a
seeming rejection of the West? What has been the real nature of "China's response to the West" during the
past century of our contact?

This volume gives the first inside account, on so broad a scale, of how China's leaders reacted to the invasion
of Western arms and goods, persons and ideas, during the three generations from the Opium War to the rise
of the Kuomintang. In 28 chapters, with translations of 65 key documents, the authors trace the stages by
which the scholar-officials of the Middle Kingdom were brought to recognize successively the need for
Western arms to defend their country, Western technology for making arms, modern science to support
technology, its application in modern industry to strengthen the nation, and all the attendant new ideas which
led them eventually into great movements for institutional reform, political revolution, and ideological
reconstruction.

From the famous Commissioner un's first study of Western geography during his anti-opium crusade,
through the efforts of Li Hungchang and others at "self-strengthening" by industrialization, down to the
critical thought of Dr. Hu Shih and the eclecticism of Sun Yat-sen in the early 20th century, the writings of
China's leaders ring the changes on a central theme how to remake their heritage and create a modern nation
capable of meeting the West on equal terms. The provincial viceroys, the Reformers of 1898, the Boxers in
1900, the old Empress Dowager, and the eager students studying abroad, each in their own way, all grapple
with this absorbing problem. The varied Chinese responses to the West in the formative century here
analyzed give us a new insight into the springs of social action among one-fifth of mankind.

The companion volume, for the research specialist, provides Notes and Sources, Bibliography, and a
Glossary of Chinese names and terms, essential bases for further exploration of this new field.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Trevino:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take China's Response to the West: A Documentary
Survey, 1839-1923 as the daily resource information.

Ernest Maguire:

The actual book China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book China's Response to the West: A Documentary
Survey, 1839-1923 is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Juan Higgins:

This China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 is great reserve for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923 in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
stressful do you still doubt that?

Joseph Felder:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of
book China's Response to the West: A Documentary Survey, 1839-1923. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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