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A bestseller in 1933, and subsequently adapted into two beloved and controversial films, Imitation of Life
has played a vital role in ongoing conversations about race, femininity, and the American Dream. Bea
Pullman, a white single mother, and her African American maid, Delilah Johnston, also a single mother, rear
their daughters together and become business partners. Combining Bea’s business savvy with Delilah’s
irresistible southern recipes, they build an Aunt Jemima-like waffle business and an international restaurant
empire. Yet their public success brings them little happiness. Bea is torn between her responsibilities as a
businesswoman and those of a mother; Delilah is devastated when her light-skinned daughter, Peola, moves
away to pass as white. Imitation of Life struck a chord in the 1930s, and it continues to resonate powerfully
today.

The author of numerous bestselling novels, a masterful short story writer, and an outspoken social activist,
Fannie Hurst was a major celebrity in the first half of the twentieth century. Daniel Itzkovitz’s introduction
situates Imitation of Life in its literary, biographical, and cultural contexts, addressing such topics as the
debates over the novel and films, the role of Hurst’s one-time secretary and great friend Zora Neale Hurston
in the novel’s development, and the response to the novel by Hurst’s friend Langston Hughes, whose one-act
satire, “Limitations of Life” (which reverses the races of Bea and Delilah), played to a raucous Harlem
crowd in the late 1930s. This edition brings a classic of popular American literature back into print.
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From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Imitation of Life. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Imitation of Life.
You can add information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Paul Eastman:

The book Imitation of Life make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make examining a book Imitation of Life to become your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Imitation of Life. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Dominique Fletcher:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Imitation
of Life.

Mark Dunn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Imitation of Life why because the wonderful cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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