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What follows here, just a brief insight into Pain and Purpose in the Pacific. This book did not begin with the
idea of a chronology of the battles of the Pacific War, although an overview is included. But instead it was
intended to be a brief account of the battles on Saipan, Tinian, and Okinawa as I retrace the travels of one
Marine from the farmland of Minnesota to Japan and back. Carl J. Johnson spent 30 months in the Pacific.
Four of those months were in bitter combat on the islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Okinawa. He is my uncle. I
have been blessed to travel, & to spend time at many of the places he traveled during World War II. My
travels didn’t stop there.

As a Continental Airlines pilot based in Guam, now retired and having lived on Saipan, I have had the
opportunity over a seven year period to visit other islands that were the scene of horrific battles of World
War II. In addition to Saipan, Tinian, and Okinawa, I will mention a few of them. Included are Guam where I
was based during the closing years of my airline career; also Belau, which is Palau, and includes Peleliu.
Included too in this book are Iwo Jima, Corregidor and the Philippines. In my travels beyond Hawaii and
Pearl Harbor, which was my introduction into the Pacific, were Yap, and Truk, which is Chuuk, and Pohnpei
in the Carolines. And I’ve spent time in Japan.

During my time in the Pacific, I have been presented with the opportunity to speak with several of the
veterans of the Pacific War. Doing so has in some cases allowed me in some small way to understand a sense
of the hell they had to suffer through. Included in this report are a few of their stories, as well as stories from
some of the people of the islands who in one way or another were involved in the conflict.

It is with a depth of gratitude that I acknowledge the Military Historical Tours of Alexandria, Virginia for
allowing me to be a part of their tours to the islands of Iwo Jima, and Okinawa, as well as Guam, Tinian and
Saipan. I appreciate this organization, dedicated to preserving the memories of the war, and to the honoring
of the military personnel who were there at the time. While living on either Guam or Saipan I also was able
to visit on my own most of the islands mentioned on this page. But it was the Military Historical Tours, and
it’s President USMC Colonel Warren Wiedhahn (mht@miltours.com) that made it possible for me to visit
Iwo Jima. They allowed me to join them once a year for 4 consecutive years. I have since returned a 5th time
in March of 2010. It was through this great organization that over a 7 year period (while living on both Guam
and Saipan in the Marianas Islands), I was able to meet most of the WWII veterans mentioned here; and
these aging veterans of the War in the Pacific whom I have met, have touched my heart. In addition to my
uncle, this book is for them too.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

This Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War book is just not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Pain and Purpose in
the Pacific: True Reports of War can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Pain and Purpose in the
Pacific: True Reports of War having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

William Wright:

The actual book Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War will bring one to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book
to study, this book very ideal to you. The book Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Robert Harriman:

Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author
giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Pain and Purpose in the
Pacific: True Reports of War nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily
drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Raymond Floyd:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True Reports of War
can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have issue that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Pain and Purpose in the Pacific: True
Reports of War.
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