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The pursuit and wielding of power may be America's most intoxicating and sometimes revolting pastime.
John M. Barry, award-winning author of Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It
Changed America (1997), purveys American uses and abuses of might in the media, in Washington, in
Olympians, and in college football.

With Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports Barry draws together essays that examine the
causes and effects of power. He shows how much politics and powerful agendas affect our lives. Barry draws
from personal experience to probe deep into all aspects of gaining and expending personal clout.

Reflecting on life as a major college football coach, on politicians such as Dick Cheney, Newt Gingrich, and
Jim Wright, or on such American athletes as world record-holding hurdler Renaldo Nehemiah, Barry pushes
past the glamour and glitz to tackle the nitty-gritty, down-and-dirty stratagems that create and destroy
America's most powerful figures.

Barry's witty and well-informed narrative voice keeps the discussion from becoming purely abstract. His
numerous examples, including candid moments from his own life, focus on people and specific events that
remain--and should remain--in the public eye and imagination.

Revealing the ethos, skills, and brinksmanship inherent in both sports and politics, Barry draws parallels
between the two, often presenting sports as a metaphor for understanding the American political scene. His
poignant memoirs of coaching football, and his highly opinionated voice within the other essays, make Barry
as much a character and example in the book as any of the people he profiles.

Drawing on his 1989 book on the rise of Newt Gingrich and the fall of Jim Wright, The Ambition and the
Power: A True Story of Washington, Barry re-envisions a book-length argument as a series of profiles and
shorter articles. Barry creates in Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports an engrossing and
disturbing primer on American politics, helping readers to understand how might is made, manipulated, and
lost.

John M. Barry lives in New Orleans and Washington, D.C., and is the author of the award-winning Rising
Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America (1997) and The Ambition and the
Power: A True Story of Washington (1989). Former Washington editor of Dun's Review, he has published
articles in Sports Illustrated, Newsweek, the New York Times Sunday Magazine, the Washington Post,
Esquire, and the Los Angeles Times.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood
Sports was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The reserve Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports is not
only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You
can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book Power
Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Melanie Archer:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

James Hopwood:

This Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Power Plays: Politics, Football, and Other Blood Sports in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer you world inside
ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?

Shari Villa:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Power Plays: Politics, Football,
and Other Blood Sports which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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