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Despite the recent flood of scholarly work investigating the interrelated issues of race, gender, and
representation, little has been written about black women’s depictions of their own bodies. Both past and
present-day American cultural discourse has attempted either to hypereroticize the black female body or
make it a site of impropriety and crime.

The essays in this volume focus on how African American women, from the nineteenth century to the
present, have represented their physical selves in opposition to the distorted vision of others. Contributors
attempt to  “recover” the black female body in two ways: they explore how dominant historical images have
mediated black female identity, and they analyze how black women have resisted often demeaning popular
cultural perceptions in favor of more diverse, subtle presentations of self.   

The pieces in this book—all of them published here for the first time—address a wide range of topics, from
antebellum American poetry to nineteenth-century African American actors, and twentieth-century pulp
fiction.

Recovering the Black Female Body recognizes the pressing need to highlight through scholarship the vibrant
energy of African American women’s attempts to wrest control of the physical and symbolic construction of
their bodies away from the distortions of others.

Contributors are Margaret Bass, Dorri Rabung Beam, Michael Bennett, Jacqueline E. Brady, Daphne A.
Brooks, Vanessa D. Dickerson, Meredith Goldsmith, Yvette Louis, Ajuan Maria Mance, Noliwe Rooks,
Mark Winokur, and Doris Witt. This book also contains a foreword by Carla L. Peterson and an afterword by
Deborah E. McDowell.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Martz:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-
Representation by African American Women seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and
of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Recovering the Black
Female Body: Self-Representation by African American Women is not only giving you much more new
information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your guide. Try to make relationship with all the book Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-
Representation by African American Women. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you
read some books.

Latosha Page:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Recovering the Black Female Body:
Self-Representation by African American Women is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Recovering the Black
Female Body: Self-Representation by African American Women is kind of publication which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Bonnie Camacho:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially
book entitled Recovering the Black Female Body: Self-Representation by African American Women the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one application
form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Recovering the Black Female
Body: Self-Representation by African American Women giving you one more experience more than blown
away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us



demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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