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Herman Melville wrote White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War during two months of intense work in
the summer of 1849. He drew upon his memories of naval life, having spent fourteen months as an ordinary
seaman aboard a frigate as it sailed the Pacific and made the homeward voyage around Cape Horn.

Already that same summer Melville had written Redburn, and he regarded the books as "two jobs, which I
have done for money--being forced to it, as other men are to sawing wood." The reviewers were not as hard
on White-Jacket as Melville himself was. The English liked its praise of British seamen. The Americans
were more interested in Melville's attack on naval abuses, particularly flogging, and his advocacy of
humanitarian causes. Soon Melville was acclaimed the best sea writer of the day.

Part autobiography, part epic fiction, White-Jacket remains a brilliantly imaginative social novel by one of
the great writers of the sea. This text of the novel is an Approved Text of the Center for Editions of
American Authors (Modern Language Association of America).
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

With other case, little folks like to read book White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War: Volume Five
(Melville). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important some sort of book White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War: Volume Five (Melville). You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

John Augustine:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because just
their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War:
Volume Five (Melville) to read.

Julie Harris:

The book White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War: Volume Five (Melville) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War:
Volume Five (Melville) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can easier to read the book.

Teresa Dawkins:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This White-Jacket; or, The World in a Man-of-War:
Volume Five (Melville) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides
have than the others?
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