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To whom would his dominions pass at his death? It was certain at least that Spain would not be able to
determine the point for herself. She displayed every mark of a weak and decaying power. The confusion of
her finances was as bad as that of France, and her resources far less, for the system of taxation in Spain had
for some time past crushed the industrial and commercial life of the country as completely as if it had been
designed for that end, and no Colbert had arisen to give her industries a new impulse. The monarchy of Spain
had, like that of France, tried to crush out all local and provincial liberties; but it had been directed with far
less vigor and intelligence. Local and provincial feeling still subsisted in great strength, but they had no
constitutional outlets, and hence there was a constant danger of secret and revolutionary movements against
the Crown. The upper classes and the countless ecclesiastics were privileged and exempt from taxation. The
complete success of the Counter-Reformation in Spain, though it had corresponded to the temper and wishes
of the people, had depressed all thought and speculation, and kept the country in the old, and now ruinous,
routine. The vast wealth of the Church, its innumerable monastic establishments, and its encouragement of
mendicancy were among the chief causes of the poverty of the country. The thoughts and the imagination of
the people were turned to the past: hardly an effort was made to adapt the government or occupations of the
country to the changing needs of the age. The population had alarmingly decreased. It was estimated that in
the days of Charles V there had been twenty millions of inhabitants in the peninsula; but in the year 1700 the
estimate was between six and seven millions. The former estimate was probably too high, the latter too low;
but that the decrease in the population was really very great does not admit of doubt. The army had sunk in
the reign of Charles II to an ill-paid and ill-equipped force of about twenty thousand men; and during the
whole course of the war, which was about to break out, Spain, once so fertile in great captains, did not
produce a single soldier of note. The dignity, the courage, the heroic fibre of the people were still there; but
the political effectiveness of Spain as a State had departed. She had been called "a colossus stuffed with
clouts" by an English observer in the days of Queen Elizabeth, and the estimate was at last generally seen to
be true...
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From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

The book A Brief History of the War of the Spanish Succession can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book A
Brief History of the War of the Spanish Succession? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
A Brief History of the War of the Spanish Succession has simple shape but you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Esther Ponce:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This A Brief History of the War
of the Spanish Succession is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Lewis Farnsworth:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for your requirements is A Brief History of the War of the Spanish Succession this
reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Charles Gray:

You can obtain this A Brief History of the War of the Spanish Succession by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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