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This book argues that many of the most prominent features of oral epic poetry in a number of traditions can
best be understood as adaptations or stylizations of conversational language use, and advances the claim that
if we can understand how conversation is structured, it will aid our understanding of oral traditions. In this
study that carefully compares the "special grammar" of oral traditions to the "grammar" of everyday
conversation as understood in the field of conversation analysis, Raymond Person demonstrates that
traditional phraseology, including formulaic language, is an adaptation of practices in turn construction in
conversation, such as sound-selection of words and prosody, and that thematic structures are adaptations of
sequence organization in talk-in-interaction. From this he concludes that the "special grammar" of oral
traditions can be understood as an example of institutional talk that exaggerates certain conversational
practices for aesthetic purposes and that draws from cognitive resources found in everyday conversation.
Person’s research will be of interest to conversation analysts as well as literary scholars, especially those
interested in ancient and medieval literature, the comparative study of oral traditions and folklore, and
linguistic approaches to literature. This volume lays the groundwork for further interdisciplinary work
bridging the fields of literature and linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed From Conversation
to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Jacqueline Bull:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A
Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics), you could enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Teresa Powers:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in
Rhetoric and Stylistics) will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Janice Hayes:

Beside this particular From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions
(Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have From
Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric
and Stylistics) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!
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